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Language & Literacy Grants 2009


	Books of Hope

	Deborah Rosenman, Caryn Gach, Gwen Simon
	Barnard Elementary

	As part of the required 4th grade Troy School District writing curriculum, each year students complete a research project, usually in the form of a formal research paper.  In an effort to make this required activity much more meaningful Barnard requested grant money for the Books of Hope, a service-learning program in which U.S. schools sponsor a school abroad and create books to help meet the students’ educational needs. TFEE grant funds were primarily used to pay for the participation fee, as well as nominal costs for book making supplies.


	Read to Succeed in Science!

	Victor DiMercurio
	Hamilton Elementary

	It has always been a tradition at Hamilton Elementary School to celebrate March is Reading Month where students are encouraged to read more and explore various printed materials.  The goal of this year’s program is to stimulate more reading during the month, but also to help students successfully and productively access, read, and understand text in the content area of science.  Throughout the month, various science activities will be offered to all students, with books provided to students to support the activities presented.  Students will be encouraged to read about science and use the information to construct a science project for an evening reading and science fair night for parents and family members. TFEE grant money was used to fund science day activities.


	Word Work Games 

	Danielle Davenport
	Hill Elementary

	This grant was requested to purchase a series of games that provide exciting, hands-on practice for kindergarten students to decode, recognize and pronounce words.  The games give students an appealing way to practice applying knowledge and provide the tools to formulate letter and sound relationships as students read and write.  Game selections include, “What’s the Rhyme?  Sorting Houses,” “Twist and Turn Word Builders,” and “Word Detective Builders.”


	The Daily Five

	Sheryl Fragomeni
	Leonard Elementary

	This grant funded a literacy management program for the early elementary book study club at Leonard Elementary.  Based on the book, The Daily Five, the program provides literacy activities that can be done while the teacher meets with children from guided reading groups.  The goal is for children to increase their reading achievement.  Grant funds were used on word work activities, writing materials, and books for individual reading boxes at student independent reading levels.


	Reading Along to Build Fluency

	Erin Burton
	Leonard Elementary

	Funds from this grant were used to help support the purchase of classroom materials to strengthen students’ reading abilities. One of the key components of reading instruction at Leonard is to have each student listen to reading every day (as outlined by the “Daily 5”). By reading along with an audio book, students are able to hear what good reading sounds like in order to improve their own fluency, phrasing, intonation, and expression. Audio books also help to increase sight word vocabulary because students are able to match printed text to the spoken text. Increased fluency and sight word recognition are reading skills that lead to better comprehension, the ultimate goal of reading instruction. The funds from this grant were used to purchase a classroom CD/tape player, eight headphones with an audio jack, and 4 copies of four children’s books with an accompanying CD.  Additional funds from the Leonard PTO were used to purchase more books with matching CDs.


	Thematic Take Home Literacy Bags

	Gretchen Vogelei
	Martell Elementary

	Funds were requested to purchase various high-interest bags, each containing a read-aloud book, reproducible activity sheets and games that correlate with the bag’s theme, a writing journal, a parent letter explaining the homework bag, a materials checklist, a parent-student contract, student stickers and awards to use as motivational rewards for returning the bag on time, a thematic two-pocket folder to hold the contents in the bag, and a resource guide filled with cross-curricular ideas, recipes, games, and crafts as well as other hands-on activities to use with the bag.  TFEE grant monies funded these take-home bags that will give students the practice they need with quality, just right books, as well as provide an entertaining and motivating way for families to learn together at home.


	Engaging Learning Activities for English Language Learners

	Barb Nalian, Vera Dorr
	Morse Elementary

	Grant funds were requested to provide new activities and materials for the ELL students at Morse. The objective is to provide fun and engaging ways to teach and reinforce aspects of the English language that are often difficult to learn. There are currently 146 students in the ESL program at Morse. All of these students will benefit from at least one aspect of the materials provided by this grant. 


	Listening Center

	Lisa McDonald
	Morse Elementary

	TFEE grant funds were used to purchase a listening center (CD/tape player and a set of headphones) and multiple sets of books with tapes/CDs that will help students improve reading fluency, comprehension and listening skills.  The books and CDs also help to enhance the school’s International Baccalaureate units.  The center and materials are shared between all 1st grade classrooms at Morse Elementary.


	Listening Center II

	Lisa Kort
	Morse  Elementary

	Another TFEE grant was used to purchase an additional listening center. 


	Picture Dictionaries for ELL Students

	Carol Prillwitz
	Morse  Elementary

	Grant funds were requested to purchase Picture Dictionaries that will help Morse students translate from their native language to English. These dictionaries will not only help the students, but classroom teachers will also be able to use them.   TFEE grant funds enabled the purchase of dictionaries in the following languages:  Tamil, Mandarin, Hindi, Urdu, Farsi, Polish, Brazilian/Portuguese, Cambodian, Vietnamese, Thai, Japanese, Korean, Haitian Creole, French, Russian, Chinese, Arabic, Spanish, Albanian.


	WALK We are Literate Kids

	Lauren Henderson
	Morse  Elementary

	The purpose of W.A.L.K. program is to encourage both a healthy active lifestyle and enthusiasm for quality literature. This activity couples motivation to exercise and motivation to read, by allowing students to listen to a playaway (mp3 audiobook) while walking outside (inside if raining) in a small group, during recess time. The objective of this program is not to evaluate the students reading comprehension but the goal is simply to enjoy literature. The second goal of the program is to encourage students to maintain a healthy lifestyle through regular exercise. TFEE grant funds were used to purchase ten books in playaway format (audiobook) through Follett Library Resources.


	The Daily Five

	Lauren Fragomeni
	Wass Elementary

	This grant funded a literacy management program for a 1st grade classroom at Wass Elementary.  Based on the book, The Daily Five, the program provides literacy activities that can be done while the teacher meets with children from guided reading groups.  The goal is for children to increase their reading achievement.  Grant funds were used on word work activities, writing materials, and books for individual reading boxes at student independent reading levels.


	Community Read at Baker

	Suzy O’Hara
	Baker Middle School

	The purpose of this grant was to partially fund the purchase of a set of books to be used at Baker Middle School in the 2009-2010 school year and beyond in support of the annual Community Read program. This program serves many purposes—first it brings the whole school community together in a unified activity, the reading of one book; second it supports efforts to become a more internationally minded community as the books used are chosen based on their relevance to global issues as well as curriculum; third it encourages students and adult community members to become more service oriented by raising awareness about global issues that we can take act upon. 


	Young Author’s Awards

	Laura Kemp
	Baker Middle School

	Grant funds were requested to acquire supplies to enable every 6th grade science student at Baker Middle School to create a hardcover children's book explaining a scientific concept studied during the school year. Working in teams, the book was written to teach peers or younger students about science concepts.  Outcomes we hope to achieve include development of teamwork and communication skills and to demonstrate new knowledge.  TFEE funds were used to purchase examples of children's storybooks, blank books, and medals to honor students for best illustrations, best book, best science contest, and most creative story. 


	Spanish Software for the SMARTBoard Classroom

	Georgia Sebastian
	Smith Middle School

	TFEE grant funds were used to purchase software to be used in combination with the SMARTBoard system, providing students with opportunities to practice and review different vocabulary and grammar concepts using automated and animated activities in the Spanish language.  Students will also have opportunities for cooperative learning because the digital lessons will promote student teambuilding skills with the games and challenges that the foreign language software encourages. All student at Smith Middle School that elect to take Passport Spanish or Spanish 1 will benefit from this project—approximately 250 to 300 students yearly.


	Alphasmart Neos for General Education Students

	Judith Lipson
	Athens High School

	Funding was requested to provide word processing units for students who are academically at-risk for earning credits in a timely manner for graduation.  Frequently these students have difficulty with legibility, as well as putting their thoughts on paper; these students become more effective learners when they can write on a computer. A TFEE grant was used to purchase The Alphasmart Neo, a small, inexpensive word processor that allows students to take notes, answer questions, and write essays in a more effective and efficient manner.


	The “A” Magazine

	Allison Christiansen, Cicia Lee, Malik Sarma
	Athens High School

	This grant helped fund printing of the literary arts magazine at Athens.  Students produce the magazine, which features writing, art and photography.  The students’ goal is to publish a quality literary magazine to showcase the creative talents of Troy School District Students.  Grant funds were used to pay the publisher.


	Accelerated Reader

	Teri Arrington
	Troy High School

	Funds were requested to provide CI students the opportunity to read a variety of novels at their level and to track their reading comprehension.  A TFEE grant was used to purchase Accelerated Reading Test software at various reading levels.


	Leyendo Felizmente

	Angie Greismann
	Troy High School

	Funds were requested to help students improve their Spanish reading skills by providing them with a fun, teen-oriented magazine. The hope was that as students move on to higher language levels, they have a greater interest in reading, while acquiring more knowledge of the Hispanic and Spanish culture.  TFEE grant funds were used to purchase Scholastic Spanish Magazines.


	Puppets for Preschoolers

	Megan Gillette
	Troy School District

	Children in the Early Childhood Program have speech/language delays; many of them have cognitive and social delays as well.  Puppets are a great tool to help children practice and increase their speech and language while interacting with children and adults. This grant funded the purchase of a set of alphabet puppets to enhance the curriculum for teaching letters; other puppets, related to a theme-based curriculum, were also purchased.


	Digital Bio Documentaries

	Kathryn Loch, Theresa Elson, Patricia Kleefus, Michelle Traver, Betsey Kennedy
	Baker Middle School

	Grant funds were requested to ensure that all 6th grade students at Baker Middle School have access to the equipment necessary to create a digital documentary as part of the language arts curriculum. Each student will create individual digital documentaries that will showcase the positive contributions of a person of his or her choice. Outcomes we hope to achieve include developing students’ research and writing skills, oral presentation skills, and ability to use technology to present information in an organized, coherent, and engaging manner. TFEE grant funds were used to purchase 60 USB headsets with microphones that include noise canceling and inline volume controls, enough to serve each computer in two computer labs.
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